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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-2, 7-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Maa (US 5,818,935). 

1. Regarding claim 1, Maa teaches a receiver comprising: a receiving section for 
receiving a first communication signal constituting contents through a first 
communication system (See Fig. 1 Video input port 12 Col. 4 line 19-Col. 5 line 64); a 
transmitting and receiving section requesting a transmission of a second communication 
signal containing release information and receiving said second communication signal 
through a second communication system enabling bi-directional communications (See 
Fig. 1 Modem 26 Col. 4 line 19-Col. 5 line 64, Col. 7 line 16-Col. 8 line 8 Decryption Key 
is sent via internet); a matching correlation detection section for making a judgment as 
to whether or not said release information has a predetermined matching correlation 
with limitation information for limiting a normal output of said contents (See Fig. 1 Video 
decryption unit 16 Col. 7 line 16-Col. 8 line 8); and an output section refraining from 
normally outputting at least one portion of said contents when said predetermined 
matching correlation is not detected, and outputting said contents normally when said 
predetermined matching correlation is detected (See Col. 7 line 16-Col. 8 line 8); 
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wherein said first communication signal contains transmission source information for 
specifying a transmission source in order to obtain said release information that has 
said predetermined matching correlation with said limitation information corresponding 
to said contents constituted by said first communication signal, and wherein said 
receiver receives said second communication signal automatically by obtaining said 
transmission source information contained in said first communication signal (See Col. 4 
line 19-Col. 5 line 64, Col. 7 line 16-Col. 8 line 8 URL(transmission source) is embedded 
within video signal, user connects to URL to get decryption key(release information)). 

2. Regarding claim 7, Maa teaches wherein said first communication signal 
contains said limitation information corresponding to said contents constituted by said 
first communication signal (See Col. 4 line 19-Col. 5 line 64, Col. 7 line 16-Col. 8 line 8 
Contents are scrambled). 

3. Regarding claim 8, Maa teaches wherein said output section indicates that said 
communication is being carried out through said second communication system upon 
request and receipt of said second communication signal (See Col. 4 line 19-Col. 5 line 
64, Col. 7 line 16-Col. 8 line 8). 

4. Regarding claim 9, Maa teaches wherein said contents include video data (See 
Col. 4 lines 19-37). 

5. Regarding claim 10, Maa teaches wherein said contents include music data 
(Col. 15 lines 1-2). 

6. Regarding claim 11, Maa teaches wherein said contents include program data 
(Col. 15 lines 13-19). 
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7. Regarding claim 12, Maa teaches a distribution method of release information 
comprising the step of: when release information has a predetermined matching 
correlation with limitation information for limiting a normal output of contents supplied 
through a first communication system, distributing said release information for allowing 
said contents to be normally outputted through a second communication system 
enabling bi-directional communications (See Col. 4 line 19-Col. 5 line 64, Col. 7 line 16- 
Col. 8 line 8). 

8. Regarding claim 13, Maa teaches wherein the distribution of said release 
information is executed in response to a predetermined request (See Col. 4 line 19-Col. 
5 line 64, Col. 7 line 16-Col. 8 line 8 User purchasing is a request). 

9. Regarding claim 14, Maa teaches a distribution method of contents, which 
distributes said contents through a first communication system, wherein said contents 
are supplied together with transmission source information for specifying a transmission 
source for a second communication system that enables bi-directional communications, 
and wherein release information which allows said contents to be normally outputted is 
obtained from said transmission source when said release information has a 
predetermined matching correlation with limitation information for limiting a normal 
output of said contents (Col. 4 line 19-Col. 5 line 64, Col. 7 line 16-Col. 8 line 8). 

10. Regarding claim 15, Maa teaches wherein said contents are distributed together 
with said limitation information corresponding to said contents (Col. 4 line 19-Col. 5 line 
64, Col. 7 line 16-Col. 8 line 8 Content is scrambled). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Maa 
(US 5,818,935) in view of Saito (US 5,901,339). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 3, Maa teaches the receiver further comprising: a storing section 
for storing said release information (Col. 7 line 16-Col. 8 line 8), wherein said receiver 
receives said contents corresponding to said discrimination information inside a TV 
program guide signal as said first communication signal, and, outputs said contents 
normally when said release information stored in said storage section and said limitation 
information corresponding to said contents have said predetermined matching 
correlation (See Col. 7 line 16-Col. 8 line 8). Maa teaches a guide channel for 
discriminating contents (See Col. 7 line 16-Col. 8 line 8). Maa's guide is not necessarily 
stored locally. However, it is notoriously well known in the art to store information about 
programs locally as shown in Saito (See Fig. 12 and Col. 9 lines 45-67, Col. 10 lines 1- 
3). In view of the teachings of Saito, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Maa, so that information about 
programs was stored locally to allow the user to access program information on 
demand. 
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12. Regarding claim 4, Maa modified with Saito teaches the receiver further 
comprising an accumulation section for accumulating said first communication signal 
(See Maa Col. 4 lines 55-60, VCR). 

13. Regarding claim 5, Maa modified with Saito teaches wherein said storage section 
stores said first communication signal on condition that said contents corresponding to 
said discrimination information stored in said storage section as said first 
communication signal (See Saito Col. 4 lines 37-42, Col. 9 lines 45-67, Col. 10 lines 1- 
3). 

14. Regarding claim 6, Maa modified with Saito teaches wherein said storage section 
stores said first communication signal on additional condition that said release 
information stored in said storage section and said limitation information corresponding 
to said contents have said predetermined matching correlation (See Saito Col. 4 lines 
37-42, Col. 9 lines 45-67, Col. 10 lines 1-3). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamieson W. Fish whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7307. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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